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BOOK NOTES. 

For over a century those interested in the life of Adam Smith 
have had to depend on the memoir by Dugald Stewart. Later 
biographers have made very few fresh contributions to the subject. 
It was a happy thought on the part of Mr. John Rae to utilize the 
many letters to and from Smith that have recently appeared in the 
biographies of others, and to consult the unpublished letters in the 
Hume and Carlyle correspondence, as well as other material, such 
as the records of the University of Glasgow. The result is that his 
Life of Adam Smith, now issued by Macmillan (1895) in a portly 
and sumptuous volume, fulfils all the hopes of the author's friends, 
and is destined without much doubt to be regarded henceforth as 
the authoritative work on the subject. Of especial interest to the 
student of economics is the chapter on the relations between Smith 
and the Physiocrats, in which all the little details of his stay in Paris 
are carefully collected, and in which the reciprocal influence of 
Smith and the French thinkers is pointed out. New, too, or at all 
events very much fuller than in any work hitherto published, are the 
accounts of Smith's views on the Irish and the American questions. 
The style and literary skill displayed in the volume are of a piece 
with its accuracy and thoroughness, and go to make up a work which 
no admirer of Adam Smith can afford to neglect. 

Not so satisfactory is The Life and Writings of Turgot, " edited for 
English readers " by W. Walker Stephens (Longmans, 1895). The 
first half, about 150 pages, is devoted to the life ; the remainder to 
a translation of some selected essays. As regards the life, it is diffi- 
cult to see the need of it. English readers have for some years 
enjoyed the masterly sketch by Leon Say, which was reviewed in 
the Political Science Quarterly, vol. iv, p. 176. Mr. Stephens 
excuses himself by saying that in Say's volume too much " promi- 
nence is given to economical questions." Yet on an attentive 
reading of his own pages it will be found that five-sixths are devoted 
to "economical questions," but unfortunately without the firm hand 
or the knowledge derived from economic training. There are slips 
and mistakes innumerable, which could not have been made by an 
economist. The work rests professedly on secondary authorities; 
Mr. Stephens himself tells us that his object is to condense into one 
volume, from the many volumes on the subject, simply the matters of 
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interest to the general reader. It is to the general reader, not to the 
economist, that the work is addressed. This may explain why, of 
the writings selected for translation, only three of the ten treat of 
economics. Turgot was indeed more than an economist ; but that 
he was only three-tenths economist, as seems to be implied, is a 
manifest exaggeration. No one not himself familiar with economics 
should venture to deal with so eminent an economist. 

La Politique de TAllemagne, by Professor fimile Worms, is a con- 
tinuation of his History of the German Zollverein, published in 1872. 
In this later volume he traces the development of the protective 
policy inaugurated by Prince Bismarck in the seventies. The book 
evinces careful study ; but it loses much of its value for the Ameri- 
can student through the absence of all references and footnotes. 
The original studies upon this modern period will be found in the 
publications of the Verein filr Socialpolitik in 1892-93 (reviewed in 
the Political Science Quarterly, vol. viii, p. 553). The present 
volume will, however, serve a useful purpose in bringing these results 
before the French public. For the American student it will be of 
interest merely as indicating the opinion of the French economists 
with respect to the curious development of the German policy in the 
last five years. 

The American Commercial Policy, by Professor Ugo Rabbeno 
(Macmillan, 1895), is a translation and enlarged edition of the work 
already reviewed in these columns (Political Science Quarterly, 
vol. ix, p. 159). This book is therefore praiseworthy in the same 
degree and open to the same criticism. It is conscientiously done, 
but it is far too long, especially on the colonial period ; and there 
is too much insistence upon the assumed novelty of the method. 
The American student will not find it of especial use except in those 
excellent chapters in which the economic theories of the protective 
economists — Hamilton, List, Carey and Patten — are outlined. In 
the Italian the book served a useful purpose in making our history 
accessible to those not familiar with English ; but the standard work 
of Professor Taussig and the monographs of other American scholars 
will still be the resource of the American student. 

In a little book entitled Popular Control of the Liquor Traffic (The 
Friedenwald Co., Baltimore, 1895) Professor E. R. L. Gould has put 
into simple and eminently readable form the results of his researches 
into the Scandinavian company system. He was sent over by 
the United States Department of Labor to investigate the problem. 
" I went there," he says, " absolutely without prejudice of any sort ; 
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I came away a convert to the system." The author contrasts the 
Scandinavian methods with those prevalent at home, and points with 
hopefulness to the movement already inaugurated in New England 
which looks to the adoption of the company system. 

The report on Gain-Sharing, made by Mr. D. S. Schloss to the 
Labor Department of the Board of Trade (London, 1895), draws 
attention to certain systems of industrial remuneration which bear a 
superficial resemblance to "profit-sharing," but are really divergent 
from the latter. While in profit-sharing the employee receives by 
way of bonus, in addition to his wages, a share in the profits of the 
business, in gain-sharing he receives a bonus due to increased effi- 
ciency, measured by the reduction effected in the cost of production 
as compared with certain standard costs. Six schemes are described 
in detail, and some general observations are appended. 

The first number of the Bulletin de V Institut International de Sta- 
tistique for 1895 consists of a monograph by Dr. Ernst Engel on Die 
Lebenskosten Belgischer Arbeiter-Familien, friiher und jetzt. The 
veteran statistician returns to the subject which made his fame almost 
forty years ago. He then laid down the law that the smaller the in- 
come of a family, the larger the proportion necessarily spent for bare 
subsistence. He now proposes to review the whole series of efforts 
that have been made in Europe and America to determine the cost 
of living for the working classes. This monograph forms the first 
section of the work, and it will be invaluable to economists and 
statisticians, because it explains fully Engel's method (workmen's 
budgets) and contains a minute analysis of two attempts in Belgium 
(1853 and 1 891) to attain the desired result. It is accompanied by 
a reprint of Engel's original contribution, Die Productions- und Con- 
sumptions -Verhaltnisse des Konigrcichs Sachsen (1857), long out of 
print. We shall return to the subject when the further sections of 
the work appear. 

The International Congress of Charities, Correction and Philan- 
thropy, held at Chicago in 1893, has succeeded (by private enter- 
prise) in publishing the mass of interesting and valuable material 
submitted to it. The volumes on Charity Organization, Public Pau- 
perism, Hospitals, The Insane and Criminal, are now supplemented 
by a fifth and final volume containing the report of Section II on 
" Care of Dependent, Neglected and Wayward Children," and of 
Section VII on " Sociology in Institutions of Learning." The 
papers are rather miscellaneous, but many are suggestive and instruc- 
tive. Those by Professors Warner, Wilson and Taylor show in a 
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striking way the increased opportunity for sociological study in our 
universities and the growing demand for it. 

The publishing house of Ldon Chailley in Paris has recently pub- 
lished a reference work most useful to students of social problems, 
under the title of Lois Sociales : Receuil des Textes de la Legislation 
Sociale de la France, by Chailley- Bert and Arthur Fontaine. It deals 
with the French laws affecting the conditions of labor, the relations 
of labor and capital, factory laws, laborers' insurance and the like, 
and is divided into four parts : " Travail," " Prevoyance," " Pro- 
pria," " Protection et Assistance." It includes not only the laws 
actually in force, but also those that have been repealed, so that the 
reader obtains a clear idea of the progress of the movement in 
recent times. There are also notes relating to the legislative history 
of each law, and to the legal decisions on the topic. It will be 
indispensable to the student of comparative legislation. 

Redgrave's Factory Acts (London, Shaw & Sons) has appeared 
in a sixth edition, rendered necessary by the act of 1895, which 
amended in some important particulars the great codifying act of 
1878. Among the modifications are the following : "overcrowding" 
is defined ; power is given to courts of summary jurisdiction to close 
dangerous factories and workshops ; a penalty is fixed for allowing 
wearing apparel to be made in a place where there is infectious 
disease ; workmen, on application, are to be represented on arbitra- 
tions ; laundries, docks, wharves, quays, warehouses, and buildings in 
course of construction with the aid of power are brought within cer- 
tain provisions of the acts ; no new underground bakeries are to be 
authorized ; extended regulations are made as to furnishing particu- 
lars of wages. The book contains in full the Factory and Work- 
shop acts from 1878 to 1895, ant * portions of other statutes which, 
like the various Education and Public Health acts, invest the 
inspectors of factories with certain powers. 

F. J. Stimson's Labor in its Relations to Law (Scribners, 1895), 
which consists of four lectures delivered at the Plymouth School of 
Ethics in July, 1895, is a strong plea for the maintenance of freedom 
of contract. The author shows that the great end of the English 
labor reformers at the beginning of this century was the restoration 
of this freedom, which preceding legislation had taken from the 
laborers ; and he deprecates the tendency among the present labor 
leaders to favor legislation limiting the power of workmen to contract 
freely. He regards the fuller recognition of what he calls " collective 
bargaining" as the solution of the present labor problem, considering 



No. i.] BOOK NOTES. 197 

personal liberty as property protected by our ordinary constitutional 
provisions. In the chapter on " Strikes and Boycotts" there is an 
exceedingly interesting discussion of the cases decided by the courts 
on the subject, and the decisions are shown to be based on the 
broadest ethical grounds. As the author says : " In this doctrine of 
conspiracy the law has undertaken to do all that the moralist, per- 
haps even all the sentimentalist, would have it do." While a strong 
believer in the freedom of contract as a constitutional right, Mr. 
Stimson thinks that the courts are wrong in declaring unconstitu- 
tional such enactments as the " anti-trust acts." This legislation, he 
thinks, might well be considered as a proper exercise of the police 
power. 

Mr. Jacob M. Moses's little book on The Law applicable to Strikes 
(Baltimore, King Bros., 1895) will not only be of use to the lawyer, 
but is of interest to the layman. It is thoroughly up to date, con- 
taining a careful discussion of the remedy by injunction, and an 
analysis of the celebrated Debs case. 

In Double Taxation in Massachusetts (Boston, Damrell & Upham, 
1895), Mr. Richard H. Dana has summed up the conclusions derived 
from what he declares in the preface to be " three years' hard work 
before tax committees of the legislature." The pamphlet does not, 
as its title would indicate, cover the whole field of double taxation ; 
it discusses only those aspects of the question that are of practical 
importance in Massachusetts. But it discusses them well. The 
work is published under the auspices of the Massachusetts Anti- 
Double-Taxation League, and is interesting alike to the lawyer and 
to the economist. 

The third and fourth volumes of Traill's Social England cover the 
years of revolution — political and economic — from 1509 to 17 14. 
As Professor Ashley has said in his reviews of the preceding volumes 
(see this Quarterly, September, 1894, and June, 1895), they contain 
a great variety of papers, "excellent, good and indifferent," which 
" it were idle to attempt to criticise in detail." As regards the work 
of the editor, one may wonder at the space assigned to some topics, 
may be irritated by repetitions accompanied by diverging shades of 
opinions, and may feel disposed to object to some of the lines of 
division drawn between chapters ; but criticism is disarmed on con- 
sideration of the difficulties sure to arise in preparing the first edition 
of such a work. The editor's task is, moreover, apparently thank- 
less ; for it is difficult to believe that the work will prove satisfac- 
tory to any class of readers, as such, or that it will meet any 
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considerable demand as a work of reference. The present 
volumes will, however, serve a very useful purpose if they call 
attention to the fundamental changes in economic and social 
conditions, which are so commonly neglected by writers about 
this period. 

The second issue in the Social England Series, published by Swan 
Sonnenschein & Co., is a volume by F. A. Inderwick, entitled The 
King's Peace. It gives, within the compass of 254 pages, a historical 
sketch of the English law courts, local as well as national. The 
object aimed at in the book is commendable, but its contents are of 
a miscellaneous sort. Space which should have been economized 
has been wasted in the presentation of matter which can interest 
only the antiquarian. The author, though he has utilized some of 
the results of modern research, has by no means escaped from the 
undue influence of the old lawyers, Coke, Selden, Hale and the rest. 
Hence the book is essentially a patchwork. 

Dr. Hasbach's very substantial and thorough treatise, Die Englischen 
Landarbeiter in den letzten hundert Jahren und die Einhegungen, which 
was issued by the Verein fiir Socialpolitik among their publications 
for 1894 (Leipzig, Duncker und Humblot), is now in process of 
translation into English ; and we shall reserve any detailed account 
and criticism of the work until the translation shall have appeared. 
Dr. Hasbach's undertaking in this particular field was suggested, he 
tells us, by the munificence of Frau Held, in creating a travelling 
fellowship for the carrying on of economic inquiries in the spirit of 
her late husband, too early lost to science, and by the prompting 
of Professor Knapp, who has himself done so much for the 
modern agrarian history of Germany. This book gives just that 
systematic and complete view of the material, that combination 
of sympathy with scientific caution, that union of detail with 
generalization, which have hitherto been sought for in vain in the 
English literature of the subject. So long as the conditions of 
academic life in England are such as to render the production of 
systematic treatises rather improbable in that country on any other 
economic topics than general theory and finance, it is fortunate that 
the vigorous historical school in Germany is ready to fill the gaps. 
We have noted as especially commendable in Professor Hasbach's 
book the criticism (pp. 28, 38-58) of the explanations commonly 
given as to the economic causes of the enclosures both of the sixteenth 
and of the eighteenth centuries. In preparing an English transla- 
tion, the author would do well to revise the Introduction, which strikes 
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us at present as a little shapeless; owing, doubtless, to the piece-work 
method in which it had to be written. He might reconsider the 
statement that the Act of 12 Charles II gave the English landlord 
voiles Eigenthum (p. 2). If he again visits England, and journeys 
to villages rather more remote from London than a distance of twenty- 
five miles (p. 65), he will find in many places social conditions still 
surviving much more like those of the early eighteenth century than 
those he here describes ; and if he goes to Yorkshire he will find 
plenty of stone walls (p. 15). 

Dr. F. Keutgen's Untersuchungen iiber den Ursprung der Deutschen 
Stadtverfassung (Leipzig, Duncker und Humblot) is not an exhaus- 
tive investigation of the origin of German municipal organization, 
but is rather an investigation of the points left in doubt by pre- 
ceding students of the subject. The author believes that various 
forces, economic, legal and political, were at work in the formation 
of the city organization. He attributes great influence to Roman 
institutions, which, while not in a flourishing condition when Rome 
fell, still did not fail to leave their impress on later times. The 
Roman cities, when the Germans settled in them, were centers of 
trade and of episcopal power, and at the same time fortresses. 
Their inhabitants obtained important judicial privileges which finally 
became exclusive. Afterwards similar privileges were extended to 
aggregations of inhabitants which formed in the interior of Germany 
and which were commonly under the protection and jurisdiction of 
some ecclesiastical or secular lord. When immigration into the 
cities from the rural districts began, it was provided that ownership 
of property in the town carried with it the privileges possessed by 
the original inhabitants and released the owners from their duties to 
their former lords. This fact was expressed in the phrase " Stadt- 
luft macht frei." Upon this basis was built up finally a municipal 
authority which controlled all municipal affairs, assumed the powers 
of the lord of the city and achieved almost complete independence 
for the city. 

Under the title Studies in Diplomacy Macmillan & Co. have just 
published a volume by Count Benedetti, done into English by an 
anonymous translator. The volume includes a preface of sixty pages 
and four essays, all treating of events or situations associated with 
Bismarck's public career. In "The Emperor and Prince Bismarck" 
the author ascribes to the personal ambition and ability of William I 
a much larger share in the aggrandizement of Prussia than is usually 
recognized. In "The Triple Alliance" and "Armed Peace and its 
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Consequences," Bismarck's foreign policy since 187 1 is treated at 
length and with considerable repetition. "My Mission to Ems" 
gives a minute account and justification of the author's part in the 
historic incidents of July, 187 1. The work as a whole is an arraign- 
ment, though in dignified and courteous language, of Bismarck's 
methods as selfish and unscrupulous ; and there is something 
pathetic in the author's demonstration that they have been attended 
by invariable success. We are pained by the facility with which 
Russia, Austria and Italy have in turn been lured into sacrificing 
their own interests for the benefit of Prussia. The book contains 
hardly so much as an allusion to such a policy as " revanche " / 

The fourth volume of Professor McMaster's History of the People 
of the United States (Appleton, 1895) covers the period from 1812 
to 1820. For a half of this period the work parallels that of Henry 
Adams in his later volumes ; but the reader will be very ready to 
admit the advantages of the double treatment. Professor McMaster's 
well-known characteristics all appear in the new volume, though it 
seems as if time were toning down some of the most aggressive 
peculiarities of his method and style. The people of the United 
States had much to excite them during the years of which this 
volume treats ; but yet they do not seem, as we read, to be living at 
so high a pitch or to be taking little incidents with such heartrending 
intensity of feeling as in preceding volumes. 

Professor Edward Jenks has added to the Cambridge Historical 
Series a useful little volume comprehensively entitled The History of 
the Australasian Colonies from their Foundation to the Year i8gj. 
It would have been more correct to call it A Political History, etc. 
There are indeed frequent references to the land question and other 
economic problems, but only so far as this is unavoidable in writing 
of a people which has made history faster for the economist than for 
the political scientist. The reader turns to the chapter on " Present 
Day Questions" only to find even that devoted exclusively to ques- 
tions of politics, while "the equally interesting and perhaps more 
vital questions of education, economics and social organization are 
left untouched." He also looks in vain for the bibliography promised 
in the editor's preface, but finds instead two convenient pages of 
statistics. The book is excellent so far as it goes, the author 
having been prepared for his task by a residence in Australia and by 
his thorough study of the Victorian government. But the history of 
Australasia remains to be written. 



